
Today
A Fool in i Mortar.
Look st Mohammed, Bryan.

War Times and Murder.
Better Tmts for J. P.M.

In the two middle front columns
of the Poit Colonel Roosevelt
writes enough to discourage the
mothers and fathers of a million
soldiers, enough to make those sol-

diers go about their work in dis-

couraged fashion.

Mr. Roosevelt must have his ex-

citement. And such attacks may
make him feel important. But they
will not help him to crawl back
mt the quarters occupied by
Woodrow Wilson.

If this Administration wins by
courage, patience, and persever-enc- e,

as it will, the public will
despise the man that criticised
without helping.

And if the Administration should
lose in the war. WHICH IS IM-

POSSIBLE, the public would not
feel any great affection for the
heroic gentleman of San Juan Hill,
the famous signer of the round
robin, "Take us home, we're sick,"
the grand hero saved from destruc-
tion by colored troops.

Women are shoreline snow in
New Tork streets and that is
news.

Not so far back it would have
been news to hear that MEM were
doing hard labor. The women did
it all.

The world progresses, in spite of
the fact that we still allow women
to do with shovels and bard labor
what machinery could do easily
and cheaply. s

After three years of strucslo
Canada decides to conscript light-
ers. It did not take the Untted
States so long.

"Roars of prohibition applause
for Bryan when be appeared on the
floor of the House voting dry."

Very nice for the crew of the
water wagon. But those roars
will not be repeated In ship build-
ing yards, iron foundries, mills,
and mines, where men do work
that is harder than the manufac-
turing of round phrases and where
Ice-wat-er does not satisfy.

The hypocritical House of Rep-

resentatives yesterday, voting
against Its own convictions, has
started something. Including a race
question that will call for careful
handling.

It is one thlnjr ior hypocrites to
obey fanatics, It is another thing
to overcome "the erffdoiie bjr fan-

aticism and! hypocrisy combined.

For the Innocent acensed of
murder, war time seems a good

time.
Mrs. De Saulles shot her hus-

band, but did so influenced by
"maternal dementia," and the jury1
said, "Don't mention it,"

Miss Varney was accused of
murderinjr Mrs. Pauline Keyes.
whose husband was a friend of
Miss Varney. The jury said, "Go
straight home to your folks." Miss
Varney said, "everybody has been
so kind to me," and burst into
tears.

A rich widowed lady named
King went out for a drive with
Mr. Means, a gentleman who had
seen a good deal of her. A bullet
killed her, and the gentleman ex-
plained that she killed herself.
Others said not so. and accused
Mr. Means of murder. The jury
said, "Merry Christmas, go home.

What he has left stored away in
the Metropolitan Museum, Mr.
J. Pierpont Morgan gives to the
public in memory of his father.
All cheer.

This is good news in two ways.
What is left of the collection will
be welcome.

And we learn, rejoicing, that
with the Morgan family times are
looking up.

Does Mr. Roosevelt think he is
helping the United States or Ger-

many when he writes in all the
newspapers of the country:

"Our troops in France have re-
ceived thousands of coffins, but an
insufficient number of shoes."

There is little doubt that this
country will be dry officially be-

fore long. Congress having set
the example in hypocrisy, legisla-
tures may be relied upon to follow
suit. Certain "dry" Senators and
Representatives will feel very gad
without their whiskey especially

"tt, patriotic newspaper men see to It
that they don't get any whiskey,
or "publish the facts if they do get
it.

It will be an interesting experi-
ment, not entirely new.

Mohammed tried it on his fol-

lowers and look at them.
The Russians tried it in order,

as they said, to make themselves
"efficient in war," and look at
them.

Bryan has always tried it
look at him, compare him and his
bnlliant success with Thomas Jef-
ferson and his success.

Prohibitionists that do not like
this will kindly lump it.

In a few years, with the coun-
try on a basis of illicit whiskey,
plus habit-formin- g drugs, they will
wish there had been less hypocrisy
and a higher sense of duty in
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MUST QUIT IF RATE IS NOT RAISED, SAYS GAS CO;

IDIK
BRANCHES IN

PROCESS OF

SHAKING UP

Shipping Board and War De

partment Council Reorgani-

zations Made to Speed Up

America's War Progress.

By DAVID LAWRENCE.
(CopjTltht, 1J1T, by New Tork Evening rost

Company.)
Reorganization and readjustments,

the inevitable processes which every
democracy haa been compelled to set
in motion periodically since the Eu-

ropean war began, have become nec
essary in the war-maki- branches
of the United States Government.

The shipping board and Emer-
gency Fleet Corporation today
makes its third change since the
allies sent out their appeal for ships
wherewith to circumvent the subma-
rine. Secretary Baker announces the
formation of a war council relieving
in effect from active duty his quar-
termaster general, Henry G. Sharpe,
and his chief of ordnance, William
G. Croiier.

Experienced Men.
On this war council are to be placed

the experienced military minds who have
been engrossed In detail. In writing let-
ters and In administrative work that
can be done aa well. If not better, by

I younger men. The members the coun
cil wUl occupy themselves In shiplng
military pyillcle. In thinking out prob-
lems to which heretofore they have been
forced to give scant attention.

Secretary Baker spent the forenoon
at the White Home with President
Wilson. Colonel House and Major
Gen. Taaker H. Bliss, chief of staff of
the army, both Just back from con
ferences In London and Paris with
the best military minds of the en- -
tente. were also present. They dla- - '

cussed reorganisation and construc-
tion. Some of the changes, however,
havo been in process for many weeks.
The war council Idea was first
broached confidentially to friend Jy
the Secretary of War several v ceks
ago. L

'So Hasty Decision. 7
It did not therefore come hastily

as a result of the Congressional In-

quiries of the last week. Rather
does it appear that Chairman Cham-
berlain, of the Senato Committee on
Military Affairs, who Is ery Inti-
mate with Secretary Uaker. Instituted
the Inquiry In order to control what
might otherwise been an obstructive
and unmanageable era of controversy,
for members of Congress were In an
Irritable mood when they got back
here a fortnight ago.

Without the publicity that has been
given to certain matters In the army
through the Congressional Investiga-
tions now under way, it might have
been embarrassing for the civilian
members of the Administration to set
the military house In order such has
been the confidence In the staff of-
ficers of the army outside of Wash-
ington.

On the other hand. It Is not correct to
Infer that the Congressional inquiry was
merely part of a plan to make It sim-
pler for the War Department to be re
organized. It Is merely an Instrumental
ity mat win assist not only In nutting
every army officer on his mettle, but In
Introducing business methods Into tho
staff offices of the War Department
Itself. That's one of the reasons why
even tnouzn nera ana there the Inquiry
may eeccn to reflect unfavorably on per-
sons. It Is welcomed by the Administra-
tion.

War Work fjulrkened.
Investigation In the present In

stance Is purging and the stimulus
derived rrom It Is already apparent
i, ic tjujincuifi ui must) inuiviu-ual- a

who are so opinionated as to
their own efficiency as to be super-
sensitive about civilian encroachment
o nthelr peace-tim- e prerogatives.

Dut while the War Department and
the CongresIonal Investigation Into
Its affairs em to be
the good of the nation the develop-
ments In the shipping board are dis-
quieting

First, General Goethals and William
Denman couldn't get aloujr together,
then Admiral Capps failed In health
and didn't- like the Idea of being sur-
rounded by civilians, who cut right
and left Into navy methods of reltape, and today Hear Admiral Harris
has resigned In a huff because Chair-
man Hurley wouldn't let him spend
fl2.D00.000 for housing operations In
connection with the shipyards and a
removal of the Fleet Corpoxatlon'a of-
fices to Philadelphia, where it wouldn't
be bothered by Its rival, the Shipping
Hoard.

Mr. Hurley said he would not con-
sent to such momentous things with-
out referring them to the board of
trustees and Admiral Harris ex
pressed the opinion that since his
authority was so limited he could do
better service elsewhere. The Hoard
of Trustees concurred- - In this Judg
mert and said that the projects which

U ontlnued on race -- , Column S.)
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HOW WILL PEACE EVENTUALLY COME?rmvriF 1
U.d.nnlwnirO

WILL IT BE THIS WAYl
The Kaiser's death occurred on the Imperial train while he waa returning to Berlin from the western front

Immediately political events In Germany moved In a awlft and bewildering succession. Enormous mass meet-
ings of people throughout Germany passed resolutions of protest against Frederick William as his father's
successor, on the ground that a continuation of Hohenzollern rule would make an early and much desired peace
Impossible. Violent rioting occurred In many parts of Germany and emphasized the deep opposition to the
Crown Prince. The situation became so threatening In Its possibilities to the nation that the state council-
lors recognized that two courses lay open to them first, to accept Frederick William as the new Emperor
with the Inevitable revolution that would follow such a course, and, secondly, to send a formal request for
Immediate peace negotiations with the entente allies. The latter course waa adopted, and the allies at once
accepted the invitation upon the understanding that the Hohenzollern dynasty had definitely ceased to exist as
a governing factor In the German empire. A general armistice waa declared and peace followed soon afterward.

WILT, IT BE THIS WAYl
Following the German successes of the rail and winter of 1817 the prospect of a military victory for Cer-ma- n)

for a time seemed promising, and every effort waa made by Hlndenburg and Ludendorft to deliver a
crushing and decisive, defeat upon the British and French fronts before the full force of American arms could
be brought to bear upon the situation. The paralysis of Russian and Roumanian pressure on the east front
released vast armies, which hurried to the west front for the supreme effort. Three violent offensives were
simultaneously begun In Flanders, In Champagne, and on the hitherto quiescent Vosges front. Upon each of
these fronts considerable initial gains were made, but not enough to affect the whole front strategical!)-- . After
the first gains the allied lines held and the great German thrust waa definitely parried. The failure of this
supreme German effort plunged the German soldiers and people Into profound despair, and the hopelessness of
achieving a final and definite military victory was at last realized by the rulers as well as the people of Ger-
many. An important council of war was at once called, and under strong pressure from Bavaria and Saxony,
as well as from Austria, the Kaiser and his military chiefs were compelled to abandon their desperate plans
for a. prolonged and suicidal resistance. The overthrow of the Kaiser's wishes waa followed by his abdication,
and the new council of state, composed of representatives from each or the different states of the empire,
voted to accpt a rce which acknowledged the definite defeat of the central powers, 'peace negotiations
were at onco Inaugurated, and the final peace terms conformed to the objects for which the allied powers bad
fought to loos and desperately.

.

Oil WILL IT HE THIS WAYl
The spring of 1818 found the two great opposing forces on the west front In a deadlock Throughout the

t ...ior of that year the vast offensives of each contending fore resulted In no declsle advantage, and It was
not until the force of American arms appeared that the democracies began to show a preponderance of power
against the German lines. After months of preparation and many delays and mistakes before a superior war
council had been adopted, the vast potential strength of the I'nlted States had been dev eloped to the point where
It definitely turned the scales In favor of the American and allied arms. by two millions of fresh
troops and thou-and- s of giant howitzers, the pressure against the German lines grew stronger and stronger
as the man power of Cermany grew weaker. The French and British armies, after three years of heroic fighti-
ng-, were revitalized by the new forces from the States, and In a succession of staKgering blows the German
and Austrian linos wero driven back to the line of the Meuso and on toward the Itlnne. The morale of the
Kaiser's troops was broken, whole divisions laid down their arms In defiant protest, and the great German
military inaihtno was v. reeked and shattered Violent riuts occurred In Berlin and ih Kaiser was obliged to
flee In disguise. Hurried peace proposals followed and t . final conclusion of peare was signed at The Hague

ONCE HAT CHECKER

O'COiRWILLBOSS

RALTIMORE. Dec 1J On (he hum- -
ble dlamondback terrapin and the troduced a resolution for un invrstlga
highflying canvas-bac- k duck James
P. A. O'Conor, a Baltimore man, has
risen from hat checker to mansger
of the greatest hotel In the world
the proposed Now Rtatler, to be
opened in New Tork next year oppo
site Pennsylvania Station.

O Conor, who has Just been notified
of his selection, states that he owes
his rise to sticking to terrapin and
durk

It was in 1911, when the Democrats
celebrated their return to power by
a banquet hero that O'Conor came
into prominence. O'Conor had charge
of the feast.

Senators and Congressmen were on
hund and Champ Clark said of the
banquet that It was the best for eat-
ing and the worst for speaking which
he had cit attended.

Ellsworth M. Statlcr. head of the
Statler hotels, heard of the feat and
Investigated. O'Conor was called to
the management of the Statler. In
Cleveland, and the new hotel made
money under his direction.

$7,000 FINE FORlONDON

FOOD LAW VIOLATOR

Oil II ,S.

INQUfR

RAILROADS

(Senator Cummins Iowa, today In

tlon of tho railroad problem.

GERMANS BLAST

GOVERNOR

Cal

'S HOI

IN SACRAM

SACRAMENTO,

E

Y

Dei "IC about
attempt dvnamlte the governor's
mansion and kill Cov William 1).

Stephens and his wife, was made
early today, when charge of ex-

plosives was set off In the southwest
wall of the building.

The rear porch was blown off and
large hole was torn In the brick

ork.
Although Governor Stephens, his

wife, and were asleep
the upper floor, was Injured.

agents sympa-
thizers are blamed by the police for

$58,433,355,021$

ASKED FOR PUBLIC

BUILDINGS IN D.C.

To house the Government activities
the nixtrut (,f Columbia, an outlay

of j:s.H3.3i5.0j Is needed, according:
report of the Public Buildings

Commission. reatcd In the last sun-
dry clll The commission
made its fir,t report Congress

henator Martin, chairman of the
Appropriations Committee, submitted
the report to the Senate today. Chair-ma- n

Sherley of the House Appropri-
ations Committee, submitted the
H.iusc This was done after the full.mmlttee approved tho report, which
was prepared b Mr.
Itlillcv, and Mr Wetmoro.

Thu report shows that In tho last
rift-o- n Je.us (iuvrnment mn!nrj

An! '" I",rirt 11)0 per. , nl.l l.. . ,i.t . . ... !.
to

a

a
v.

servants
nobody

or

In

to a

measure.
to

It to

Woods, Colonel

is ni" """ it Hunting la uo Willi me
htay Influx of employes Rtnce thi
war, which renders present estimate
difficult.

Tho oimmh-sio- asked the District
Commlsi'limerx to submit estimates
for new buildings needed by tho DIs
trict government, but the Commission-
ers did not think the 'Mstrlct gov-
ernment was Include' In the

the building commission.
Rules adopted by the commission

as to locations of new buildings are:
Public- - buildings other than those

of lh executive departments should
on face tne lapiioi grounds.

New executive department build-
ings should be located to face te

square ro as to complete
arrangements already begun, and

LONDON. Dec Is ' the outrage. Governor Ktenhen re- - south of I'rnnsIvanla avenue and
dealing sternly with those who vlo- - turned last night from Los Angeles nlong Fifteenth street to II.
late fond regulations I where ha I'0"1 'Idea nf the Mall, with ex- -deliveredArthur Role, a merehUnt was fined ,n ,". an addre.s .fp,on of ppitr, nM(j0il for the
17.000 In Row Street court for selling) M advocated sterner meth- - p,riment nf Agriculture or Its
potatoes at a higher price thsn that '" ,n ""PPreMlng enemv agents and crmind.s hnuld he occupied b mua- -

!if'i dv me ioou controller enemv propaganda. uul ana kindced buildings.

ii pui a noi imp

Sinking of Fourteen Boats by

Germans Shows Greater
Strength Is Required to Halt

Daring Attacks.

LONDON, Dec. 18. Demands for
stronger patrols in the North sea to
curb German raids led to an uncon-
firmed report today that American
naval forces might the
British jruard shifls on duty in those
waters.

The. sinking of fourteen ships by
the Germans, three of them in Brit-
ish waters off the mouth of Tyne
river, show that the German navy is
operating with impudent boldness
and is now using large-size- d cruis-
ers as well as submarines in its war-
fare upon mercantile shipping.

Court of Inquiry.
A naval court of Inquiry has at'

ready began an Investigation of the
sinking of the British cruiser Part
ridge, six merchantmen and four
trawlers while plying between Scot
land and Norway by four German
destroyers. The British destroyer
Pelew, which was damaged by the
Germans' shell fire In the same ac
tion. Is cow ro a British port for
repairs.

The Germans carrlsdout this raid
J with. Itefc-- nual wanton-rult- y and
rsnips carrying women wcrv. sjtei.ea

and unK. The women were rescued
by British destroyers which want to
the rescue.

It Is believed that a number of
neutral sailors lost their lives, as five
of the merchantmen were neutrals.

An official statement, sent out by
(Continued on Page 2, Column 3.)

U. S.

K

Unwilling to be delayed by the In-

ability of Col. I. Jf. Lewis, machine
to appear today, WM

Senate
Medlll

mlck", and resumed their In
vesttgatlons In session.

J.
Henry son of the R.

In
gun, also Was

who vis-
ited tho dis
cussed at the front. He

waa asked as to the
of troops sent abroad and
said with the of one

several

Charges em-

ployes

question

com-
mittee

whereby

employe

Inventor,
probers reduction

Illinois,
executive

Gatllng,
Catling. Galling; benefitted

summoned.
Congressman McCormlck.

European battlefields,
conditions

equipment
American

exception
across, all

completely equipped, far as he
could learn. This contingent waa
without an adequate supply of over-
coats, ha said

who, with his father, was
In touch with the war machine
of England, Germany.Mtaly and other
European showed by
son. said, where the American
war department was lacking, especi-
ally In ordnance.

Senator Chamberlain, chairman of
tho probe committee, again today
voiced his opposition to executive ses
sions, whleli were upon by (

the committee.
"I think the public have all

facts." he declared.
The committee today definitely decided

to continue Its hearincs throurh the holi-
day recess.

Colonel Lewis expected to tell his
story of the machine gun row In the
War Department some this

resentatlves of small arms manu- -

.i as companies will be called
week

JlaJ. tien Henry O. Sharpe, former
rhlef of the Depart
ment, w 111 appear before the committee i
probably on Thursday. I

WITBI.f

at Head

0fAnny,Marcbfflfl

Tie Capital, Reprt

COPENHAGEN, Dec lfc
Former Premier Ktrensky has
appeared near Petrograd at the
head of thoBsand troops,
according to dispatch via
Haparanda, printed today by the
Berllngstidente.

CURBRAIDERS ML WORK

MEN ABROAD

FOLLY EQUIPPED,

Ml SAYS

Kereiisky

HMED,
SAYS RYAN

that Intimidation of
of the railway mall service Is

being practiced by officials of the
Department to prevent dis-

closure of conditions existing In
branch of the postal service were
made before the House Postofflce
subcommittee at the second day of
tht hearing on the salary Increase

today by E. J. Ryan, presi
dent of the Mall Association.

Mr. Ryan had Just told the
that many employes had been re

duced in salary so they were now re-
ceiving less compensation than they
did a few years ago. when he waa
asked by Congressman Coz of In
diana to supply the names of these
men.

"I do not care to give any names,"
the replied.

"Haven't you got themt asked
Cox.

Tes." was, the reply, "but unless
this commltUe has the power to
grant men Immunity, do not
care to give them."

Practice latlsaUattam
Pressed for a reason, Mr. Ryan ds--

clrr-t- J "there Is a system of Intlml
atl.i peine practiced sr tin Opart

nUOU

witness

ment against railway mall omployea
that would cause them to lose their
jobs If I mentioned names be-
fore this committee, unless this

haa the power to protect
them.

Mr. Ryan replied that no laws af
fecting the employes would do
any unless their right of appeal
waa recognised a man could
face hla accuser. He said that under
the present system the right of review
Is vested only In officials of the Post--
office Department, and that a postal

now no opportunity to
present his case to an unbiased judge.

I Three to justice for the
postal employes, which are lacking In

I no other organization employing so
many men, they fall to have. They
lack a definite standard ol compensa
tlon. a definite standard of working
hours, and the right to appeal.

i Figures were cited to show that at
I least DO per cent or the so.uoo.oou sur--
I plus of the postofflce department In
' 1016 was represented In unexpended
salaries In the railway mall service.

The committee wanted to know togun the whlt MCrbed the reorganisation
military today sum- -' of the line and the of tha

moned Congressman McCor--! force In the mall service and the

late

also

that,

should

week.

Ouarttrmaster's

these

their

postal
good

witness declared It could be summed
up In one word, "economy."

Mr. Ryan then Into the ques-
tion of whther or not the public

Inventor of the from this economy. re
sponse to a question bt ar. oiceucr-so- n.

Cause Delay la Mall.
"Lots of mall la being delayed." he

"Army mall Is being delayed,

let me right here, gentlemen.
that this matter of congested ana

body of Sammies sent were..,, h.,, ,h ..... ofas

Oatllng.
close

nations, compari
It Is

'decided

Is

time

ti, alio
il.ls

a

this

Railway

Mr.

has

essentials

went

said.
and say

this
war. Delayed man anecis senousiy
the production and manufacture of
things essential in the prosecutlen
of tho war. It may be said that the
lives of American soldiers depend on
the prompt dispatch of business
malf

"If this committee will grant hear-
ing to these men. and will guaran-
tee that they will not suffer for
their testimony, we will submit facts
that will astound the public. Neith-
er members of Congress nor the pub-
lic have a true conception of the
conditions under which this class of
Dostal employes work.

Congressman Cox made light of
these charges. He said he thought It
was hardly possible that tha giving
of these names would work nard
ships on the men.

Takes lame With Cex.
Congressman Steenerson of Minne

sota, also a member of the commit-
tee, took Issue with Mr. Cox. and
said that he had no desire to learn

'the names of these men, as he knew
(Continued on Tage 22, Column 7.)
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7,163 Lines of Advertising (26 cols.)
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BANKRUPTCY

The Ou Company tnnoaacea
that unless It can set a higher
rate It will be obliged to discos:
tinue service to the people of this
city.

On behalf of the people of
Washington The Time an-
nounce that if tho Gaa Com-
pany should discontinue service,'
the Government would take the1
plant, pay a fair price for the
physical asset the franchise
having been abandoned.

en.. r. . ..usjiernsaeoi Men, at a
profit, would snpply gas- - at a
price below tha present price and'
set an excellent example to the,
country in Government

That the Washington Ou Light
Company will be obliged to discon-
tinue operation unlesa they are al-
lowed to raise their rates waa ed

by representatives of the com-
pany at tho public hearing before tho
Comralsaionera today on tho question
of the proposed increase in rate
from tho present rate ot 75 eeati to
M0per W00 cnWo-f- .

tWe r raise extra
revenue at the expense of the pub-llc,- ""

eaW B. a Miner, one of tho at
torneys of the company.

"Irrespective "of your flndlnf or
irrespective-- of what wo claim, tha
rate of return has got to bo in
creased or we cannot continue to op-
erate the plant. That is all there la
about it."

Explain Bate Keed.
J. J. Darlington and Miner, for tha

Washington Gaa Light Company, ex-

plained before tha utilities officials.
Corporation Counsel firm, repress.
tatlvea of civic bodies, and a. group of
citizens why the company had asked
for Increased rates.

The principal point at Issue was tha
determination of tha proper valuation
of the property of the company. Upon
this point rested the determination of
a proper rata ot returns for the com-
pany. Upon this. In turn, rests tha
proper price that should be charged
for gas in Washington. Tha Commis-
sioners had estimated the valuation of
the property of the company at about
0,000,000. The companj estimated
that Ita property was worth over
115.000,000.

Therefore, according to the
valuation, the rats asked by

tha company would give the ma re-

turn ot something over 11 per cent
on the money Invested: while, accord-
ing to the company's valuation of Ita
property, the return with tha In-

creased rate would be only a little
over 7 per cent.

Bees Loins All Tear.
It was stated by representatives ot

the company that, under the rates that
bad prevailed for the last year, tha
company had been losing 8 cents oa
each 1,000 cubic feet of gaa sold.
They contended that the average rate
they had Been charging was "3H
cents per 1.000 cubls feet, this figure
being an average of the 75 cent rate
charged the public and the TO cent
rate charged the Government They
declared that the cost of 1,000 cubla
feet of gas at the burner was to the
company 794 cents.

The said that the cost of oil and
labor and other things had Increased
ro much that tbey were uuable to fur-
nish gas any longer at the prevailing
price. It was said that "--e company
was rcqnlrrd to produco nearly 3.000,-00- 0

cubic feet of gsi now in excess of
the amount that they had been called
upon to produce one year ago. Mr.
Miner stated that their valuation of
the company would give them a on

their books, and that their val-
uation had been' approved by the In-

terstate Commerce Commission
Compaaya Wltaesses.

The witnesses for the gas company
were C. R. Cranmer and Robert

two gaa engineer experts who,
had assisted In the compilation ot the
data that had been submitted to the
Commissioners In support of the com-
pany's claims.

Representatives of civic organiza-
tions who were present reserved their
opinions for a fulur hearts r.

Additional data waa suMlHa xiar


